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Division 16: Great Southern Development Commission, $1 742 000 — 

Ms L.L. Baker, Chairman. 

Mr B.J. Grylls, Minister for Regional Development and Lands. 

Mr. B. Manning, Chief Executive Officer. 

Ms A. Dann, Principal Policy Adviser, Office of the Minister for Regional Development. 

Mrs J. Sounness, Principal Policy Adviser, Office of the Minister for Regional Development. 

[Witnesses introduced.] 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Albany. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: First of all, I congratulate Bruce Manning and the Great Southern Development 
Commission who do a tremendous job, especially under the previous government! I hope that does not get you 
sacked, Bruce! 

I refer to the second dot point on page 231, which states — 

A drying climate and population growth along the south coast are exacerbating the need for additional 
water supplies. The Commission is chairing a Reference Group of key regional stakeholders … 

Can the minister advise how that is going? Everyone thinks that it rains in Albany all the time, so I think people 
do not realise that the catchment has a very severe issue. I wonder where the government is up to with the 
present reference group. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Albany for the question. The member is right in that most people 
think that the southern corner of the state gets plenty of rain. However, we were carting water to Denmark in the 
not-too-distant past. Hopefully, we are moving into a wet season. Certainly, the Wheatbelt has had an 
outstanding break in the season; the rainfall seems to have been widespread. Given the member’s introduction, it 
is only fair that we provide the CEO of the Great Southern Development Commission with the opportunity to 
extract himself from the difficult situation the member put him in! 

Mr B. Manning: Member for Albany, the so-called reference group has been going for about three months. It 
includes reference to a number of issues, including an independent town water supply and looking at options for 
the supply of water to Albany. As the member is aware, we are heading towards our capacity on the bore field 
out towards the coast, which is near the wind farm. The Department of Water is providing the executive support 
for the group and it is going quite well, but we are only three months into the study. We hope to have a 
comprehensive regional water plan addressing all issues, both large and small, going forward. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I refer to page 232, which states — 

a partnership in the allocation of resources to restore key historic buildings on Breaksea Island and 
planning for future use, including the potential for eco and adventure activities; 

Can the minister tell me how that program is going? I think it is a tremendous project for our region, especially 
with tourism numbers being so low. I wonder where we are with that at the moment.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Albany for his support. He will notice that most of the things that he 
supports end up getting funded; I am sure that is why the member keeps on raising them! Mr Manning can 
explain where the commission is at with Breaksea Island. 

Mr B. Manning: Member for Albany, the project was, as the member might be aware, initiated by the 
commission with I think about $100 000 to put roofs, under emergency heritage work, on those two lighthouse 
keeper’s houses at Breaksea and to do some work on the old lighthouse. We prepared a conservation plan as the 
next phase of that, which was co-funded with the Department of Environment and Conservation. DEC used that 
conservation plan in a bid for $1.3 million, I think it was, from the commonwealth under the Job Futures 
program. The department got that grant but I regret to say that the $1.3 million did not complete the job. It is a 
project that is now vested with DEC. The latest estimate we have, as at a meeting last week, to complete that 
project and finish those houses is $250 000. We are now approaching DEC to see whether we can leverage that 
money from DEC to complete the task. Therefore, I regret to inform the member that the $1.3 million that DEC 
got from the commonwealth did not actually finish the job. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: I have a further question. If this funding comes through, how long will it be before the 
people of Albany can use it as a tourist attraction? 
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Mr B. Manning: As we envisage it at the moment, member for Albany, once the buildings are complete, we will 
go to tender for tourism operators to provide a service on that island. It will depend on them to nominate whether 
they want to run those houses as an overnight stay opportunity or simply go with day visits, recognising that the 
only safe way to get to the island is by helicopter. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Now that I have the funding from the minister, I have one further question. The first dot 
point on page 232 is about bringing skilled migrants to the region. With so many of our young people going 
north—everyone who gets a trade in Albany just heads straight up north—we are very short on skilled workers. I 
notice that the commission is working to get 457 visa workers into the region. I know that especially with the 
Fletcher abattoir, a lot of work has been done. Is the commission working with any other industry in the region 
to get these 457 visa holders? 

Mr B. Manning: There are three main industries, member for Albany. The first is the abattoir industry, as the 
member just mentioned, with Fletcher and WAMCO and we provide quite a lot of advice and assistance. The 
second is the health industry—doctors, nurses and also people such as practice managers. The third area is the 
farming industry for which we are offering access to farm supervisors and managers from places such as South 
Africa and Europe. They, in my view, are the three main industries. Last year, I think we certified some 53 or 
54 skilled people across those three industries and some other areas. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have two questions that are reasonably general, but certainly relate to the Great Southern 
Development Commission. The commission has $3 million for its total cost of service as listed on page 233. The 
question has been put to me about the government’s commitment to ensure that all public servants, particularly 
police, nurses and teachers, in the country would have free rent after living there for three years. Obviously, the 
government has not delivered on that. The government’s reasoning is that it has increased the district allowances. 
Just to confirm, did the increase in district allowances cover the Great Southern, South West, Gascoyne, Mid 
West or Goldfields; and, if not, has the minister received some complaints from police officers and the like that 
this housing situation is causing them some difficulties in moving to areas such as the Great Southern? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Rockingham for the question. The member is right; we have not 
progressed free rent for our government officers, choosing instead to invest in district allowance funding. Every 
government officer in regional areas is entitled to a district allowance. Not all government officers are entitled to 
housing or subsidised housing, so we believe that a better way to deliver support for regional employees is 
through district allowances. The member is quite right in saying that those initial increases are heavily focused 
on the North West, Pilbara and the Kimberley, where district allowances have been increased by about $5 000 to 
nearly $10 000 a year for an employee with a dependent spouse.  

The important decision that has been made, which I do not think has been recognised, is that since 1968 no work 
has actually been undertaken to, I suppose, re-index district allowances. That work is being undertaken now. The 
indexing of district allowance work being undertaken models the cost of a basket of goods and will feed into the 
district allowance outcomes for all officers in receipt of such allowances, and government employees in the 
Great Southern, the Wheatbelt and Kalgoorlie–Goldfields will be the beneficiaries of that work. We are waiting 
to see the outcome of the process that will lead to the indexation of district allowances. Once that is complete, 
we will then look at providing incentives for people to move to the regions. The minister asked whether people 
had complained to me about the non-delivery of the government commitment on rent. The answer is, yes, there 
have been plenty of complaints. I have heard lots of complaints from police officers who do not pay rent arguing 
for me to provide them with free rent, to which my response is that given they do not pay rent, it would seem a 
better incentive to give them a boosted district allowance rather than offering for free something that they 
currently do not pay for. 

[4.40 pm] 

Mr M. McGOWAN: My second question is in reference to the same line item but refers to the $538 million 
southern health initiative. I appreciate that Albany and other areas of the South West are beneficiaries of this—at 
least I think Albany will benefit. Perhaps the minister can explain whether that is the case and why the minister 
has drawn a line such that the north will not and only the southern part of the state will benefit from this. What 
was the reasoning behind that decision and why did electorates like that of the member for Kimberley, who is 
seated next to me, not receive the benefit of that program? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thank the member for Rockingham. His government did a very good job investing in health 
facilities in the Kimberley, Halls Creek, Fitzroy Crossing, Derby, Broome et cetera. That investment in 
infrastructure was, I think, pretty good. The member will note, in another part of this budget, a $20 million 
commitment to remote Indigenous health clinics. I understand, from memory, that this year Mullen and Billiluna 
are slated to get funding for a remote Indigenous health clinic under that program. In essence, doctors are the 
other important part of this project. Above the southern inland health initiative line, doctors are, essentially, 
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already salaried providers in the system. Essentially, previous governments have conceded that having private 
general practitioners service those communities does not work and salaried doctors are provided to those areas 
by way of the Aboriginal Medical Service. The southern inland health initiative covers from Kalbarri across to 
Meekatharra and southwards; it does not include Albany, Busselton, Bunbury, Kalgoorlie or like areas, because, 
essentially, those areas are already receiving a major upgrade to their hospitals, and the provision of private GP 
services in those communities is working quite well. That is not perfect, but it is not too bad. The big gaps in the 
provision of doctors are in those other areas. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: My final question: assuming that half a billion dollars is being spent south of Kalbarri, 
predominantly on service rather than capital, I take it the minister is satisfied with the health and medical 
delivery north of that line—otherwise he would have put money into that area. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I again make the point that the member for Rockingham’s government invested substantially 
in the Kimberley; for example, it built a new hospital in Port Hedland. Our government has built a new hospital 
in Karratha. Our government has invested, through the revitalisation plan, $26 million in the hospital at 
Carnarvon and $8 million in the hospital at Exmouth. I do not think we have left any gaps. I think that in the 
future development of the Pilbara Cities, the Newman hospital is probably the next cab off the rank. I do not 
think that we have ignored it. It is just that the southern inland health initiative is the southern inland health 
initiative, which is focused on the southern inland area. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


